


Honorable H.A.W.SKeen, Judge of the Circuit Court of 


Virginia: 


Humbly complaining, your oratrix, Malvina Walden, would re- 


spectfully snow unto your Honor that on the 4th day of June 1874 


in Scott County, Virginia, she was married to one James V. Walden; 
that she lived and cohabited with her said husband in the relation 
of wife until in the month of August, or September, 1903; that there 
worn to them during the period of their cohabitation thirteen chil- 
aren, theix names and ages being as follows, viz: Henuy M. 25 years 
Old; William J. who is dead; Jala S.21 years old; Warren B.48 years; 
Ote> CNardes A. who is dead; Mollie-12 years old;: Gora F.10 years 
Qld; Bessie and Dock, twins 6 years old, Dock heing dead; Parolee 
and James C., twins & years old, James C.being dead; and two other 
Crime woo died 1 Infaney.emno lnnamed, 

your oratrix will now snow your Honor that She has been a true 
ana obedient wife to hex Said husband; that she lived with him and 
LaAboOred- ant toned to the Call extent EP tleres (rei te, ana ef ten 
pO Une ereat detrimient OM her Nealth, inhaiding him to support 
tneig- large family, in purchasingtand peyine for’ a” fawn, anid qh 
building and furnishing a home and in making it attractive and com- 
fortable. 

COU OLatrix Will further snow your Bonos that durime” the ia. 


= 


or their married life she and her said husband lived happily 


Leopetner, having no dafferences of a serfous nature, Dut CuUpiIne 


a =) 


oO 


Loe tatuer wears: of their biasing together,.ther seid hiishandthas bee 


AAA 


Conme™-crueiily -anusitye and Violent, threatming the PTife of VOD Oia 


beating ner with nis fist, Beweral times knockine her down, kick- 
ing her, eerineg poe Pinas Up ler “cl othine wnde ciibbine Nip hex 
shoes that she had purchased with her own means. A number of times 
he made murderous attacks on ner,wnen she was vorotected by her sons. 
At one time she sought the protection of the law by swearing out a 
Warrant for him when he had cruelly assaulted her and knocked her 
dow “end kicked her and otherwise roughly handled her, But ei his 
urgent request,and promise of better treatment,she dismissed said 
Jeers. pouming tae, letter part, of the time that her said husband 


tnus cruelly mistreating and abusing her, he began to charge 


your Qihatrus, with beings ,unigigatul and untrue, te him andioF andiloine 


As 


Sahl om 





in impxvover conduct With -otner fen; Which charges were wiedous 
FoOuUnGgatLION in: truth a@nd were and.are wholly Ealse;, and your eae 
brix promptly denied said charges so unjustly INMade against Ner, 
and offered to ner said husband that she would go before a Justice 
of the peace and Make oath that she had never been guilty of any 
ntaithrulimess "to him or OL improper conduct Wilco OUneW mien, oe 
ing that thas woul@ sebisiyehim of her tmnocence, Hutphe retiusee@ mo 
agree to her doing'so.After her said husband had, to her great grief 
and mortification, made these unjust charges against your oratrix, 
ne eontinueda to live with her for some Gourrom five years, during 
Woniloh “Litie she. bord 0 Mims toeit leno trim children, “due @uring all 
of this "bime he kept up his cruel treatment both by way of cruel 
and abusive language, threats to take her life and assaults upon her 
person; Uitil.finally,) anda while they were stiali living togettter, 
husband and wife, in: May 190%, he instituted in the Circuit 
Court, of Whee Coun hy Vivre last Sule Theechanecery. sageinet YOurR ora 
trix for absolute divorce, charging. her with adultery. Your oratrix 
answered the said bill denying said charges, stating the true facts 
of the case, and stabbings that she was Smkious to live with ner sag 


oe] Fm | 


husbend for tthe purpose of raising their childven,in comfort ana 


respectability, orovaded she coudd'.do so 17 sucumisy /of Wate and 


litias and«uween & Final. Hearing .of/ the) cause, bile Dill. o€8 Ahe Slain 


tiff, the said James V.Walden, was dismissed. 
Meta Lx awa. bt “urbher Show your Honor thab aur ine “ele 
the suit aforesai to-wit, in the month of August or 
1er said husband became so violent and abusive 
commanding her to leave his home, threatning to take her 
lite, saying tiat df she ‘didnot eave TMe’ Youla°make iw gece 
them hoe. for her, until, finally your oratrix was compe lLlLéde Loe weay] 
her home and throw herself upon the charity of ner friends, since 
which time Her said husband has absolutely refused to allow her to 
five Withewnim as a Wate or to fFurmishn her with any clout oa 
Fo0d, or with money to vwurchase the same, and she has been compelled 
in Wer Old ake, to Hire owt for Wages.'and do, tne work of @ servant 
ji? oLderwio Stpvore 4nd Maintain nersedr. Shince your oratrix was 


comoelled to leave her said home, she has been informed ot numerous 


threats whicn he na ie against her life, by means of which she 





Was acBaid to attend the takinz of devo Seiten in the suit above men- 
Lined, and your Oratrix nag been further informed that Fust Bbetiore 
or about the time he drove her from home he had gone to other parties 
ang endeayored to get them to Gmoloy youm oratrix at some kind of 


LA 


work so that he could in that way get her away from home. Complain- 


env Will now further show your honor that she has heen further relia-= 


bly informed and here’ charges that lately and Since the dismissal, of 
Lhe suit aforesaid, her said husband has attempted to employ and 


~ 


offered to pay a large sum of money to one 
ma 216 WOULG Visit Your oretrix.and ‘tty “to indiice Ter to comnts 2cnle 
very With nim, or to olace Aiwn_self in such "positions in the pres= 
ence of others as to make it appear that your oratrix was havine in- 
OTODEY relavions With said » Cor tne ourpose 
lng sala circumstances or accurrences as evédence in another 
sult for divorce to preve a charge of adultery against your ora- 
Trik, but, the 8ea1¢0 refused to. accept said employ-= 
ment or, said money from said. Walden, or to attempt to carry out 
18 wisnes. 
pour OFabriog will now show. your Honor that at the time ct theiz 
sald marriage, she and her said husband were both yery poor, hav- 
ing -practLhea lily aor property, birt by their’ joint’ efforts, lasor and 
toil, during the thirty years of their married life, they succeeded 
im, Scoumudeting property, which 18 suckireient to afford them Sota 
together with their Camily a comfortable home and sufficient main- 
tainance. This property consists of a farm on Blackwater in Lee 
County, Virginia, on which the saia James V.Walden now resides, 
COntgIMing eadoout 160 acrés, Which Ls werth about S1200, 00, tp BSisO0; Gor 
ome cattle, horases, hogs, nousenold and kitchen furniture, farming 
Mow iments, carpenter’ tools, considerable lumber and other per- 
onal property, worth Crom $500..00 to $800.00; and besides he i: 
a Strong, adie bodied and intelligent man, capable of doing much 
work and earning a large salary or wages, and does earn and make 
considerable money at the carventer’ Lbrade ana in other ways. 
ove namea voroperty, which 18 the gem product of the 
JTO1nAbyleawor enc etlort of your oreatciz® and ber @aid nus bewdg ads in 


the name oF her saia husband and is now in his full possession and 


enjoyment. 





Your oreurix 18 advised that’ it is the legzal and moral duty 
aC her saad husband to wrovide for her and maintain her ian "and men 
ner Suitable to her sbtationnin life, and this he Has wholly neg@tected 
and refused to do; and your, oratrix, furtner alleges that, being 
entirely without voroperty or means of any kind, she is.unable to 
employ and pay counsel to.wbring*’and pmosecute this” suit, ox to May 
costs ana exvenses of said suit, and she alleges that she 
should have at least the sum of .$150.00 for this pvurposd. 

Your oratrix will nowsfusmuner show your Honor that “‘botn she 
ana the said James V.Walden are now, and have been for more than 
One wyear Dior. vO the) 1) Ss tiggmeron “ol Vibis sui, domi¢gi ted iit ang 
residents of hee County Virginia, and that they last cohabited to- 
getner in said County and State. 


The ~prayer,. theretore of your obatrix is thet the said’ James 


Ve We, Gen “pe wede: a omar Ly  derenaatiue LO Bais bili), tila be be re@uired 


bo answer tne same, but not under oath, as an answer under oath 


Peevey Skvrees tr Wee Ved> “Uiewane Go enee, wand pendine al oye eo 
be comoelled to pay;. as" temporary =alimony toryour oratrix)'tay least 
the sum of $150.00 for the payment of attorneys fees and the costs 
and expenses of this suit, and for this purpose she asks that the 
same be paid over to her attomneys C.T.Duncan and Geo. P.Cridlin; 
tliat upon a final hearing she be gated a divorce from the sald 
James V.Walden, &@ mensa et toro; ana that he may be compelled to 
make Such) permenant vrovislen Cor the Support of your soraurls, 

end to secure tne regular, prom nd safe payment of Lhe sanhe, 

es May to tne court avpear-to ‘be proper; and tant all such other, 
further and general relief be afforded your oratrix as may ve Just 


ane TrieaG in ane premises. 


And sne will ever pray é&c. 
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To the Hon. H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for 
Lee County, Virginia: 

The demurrer and answer of James V. Walden to a bill filea B-- 
gainst him in this honorable court by Malvina Walden? 

Respondent is advised thet said bill is not sufficient in law 
to cali upon him to answer and he» demurs thereto, and prays judgment 
of his said demurrer. And not waiving said demurrer, but relying 
and insisting thereon, for answer to said bill, or so much thereof 
as he is edvised it is material to answer, answering he says: 

That it is true that he and the said Melvina were married to 
each other on the 4th day of June, 1874 in Scott County, Virginia, 
but it is not true thet they lived and conalited together as husband 


and wife until in August or september, 1902, but on the contrary 


his said wife abandoned their home in April, 1903. And it ta eee 


true that he and his said wife lived happily together during the 
first years of their married life, and had no serious differenced, 
but on the contrary, when they had been married only some two 

years his suspicions beeame ar@used that his said wife head hecone 
untaithful to him, which suspicions he believed then, and believes 
now, were well founded, although her conduct then was forgiven by 
him, and suffered to pass after they had been separated fcr nearly 
two years, after vhich separation they came together and so lived 
and cohabited until April, 1903. It is true that thirteen children 
were horn to his said wife after their marriage, and their names 
and ages are correctly given in her bill, but it is not true that 
he is the father of all of said children, the two named Bessie and 
Dock, were not, in your respondent's opinion, his children, but for 
fear he might be mistaken as tothis, and after strong denials of 
any misconduct upon her part, he after the birth of these two twin 
Children, did live and cohabit with his said wife unttl about a 
year or more before he instituted a suit in your honor's court for 
divorce from her, which suit Gr bill was filed at ist, May Rules, 
1905, and which action wé@s taken on account of his becoming convinced 


that his said wife wes untrue to him end had been guilty of adultery 
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It is not true that plaintiff has been to respondent a true 
and obedient wife, and that she has latored and toiled +o the full 
extent of her strength and aften to the great detriment of her health 
in aiding hik to support their large family, and in purchasing 
and paying for a farm, and in building and furnishing a home, and 
in méking it attractine@ and comfortable, but upon the contrary 
she has been negligent of her household duties, and of the children 


at home, running and gading about in the neighborhood and country, 


neglecting the duties of a wife at home, and she was extravagant 


and wasteful of respondent's means, which he had earned and acquired 
by herd labor as a carpenter and otherwise, being a very poor man 
at the time of their marriage, whiclehis said wife, at that time, 
had in @ manner nothing. 

It is not true that, during the'latter years of their living 
together, he became crueliy abusive snd violent and threatened her 
life, and beat her with his fist, several timed knocking her down, 
kicking her, tearing and burning up her clothing, and cutting up 
her shoes that she had purchased with her own means, or thet he ever 
made murderous attacks on her, Upon the contrary his said wife was, 
during the entire time of their living togetherm high tempered, 
disagreeable, and abusive toward him, often striking him and threaten- 
ing his life even threatening to-cut his throat at some time 
when he was asleep, and he verily believed intended to do so, and 
he is satisfied that she tried to have him kilied by another person. 

And your respondent alleges that she truck him and threatened 
his life a dozen timeg or more before he ever returned the blow by 
Striking her, he admits hovever, that after these repeated attacks 
of violence, and the most abusive language a women coud utter, he 


On one or more occasions, beihg overcome with passion,did resent 


her assaults end abusive language, by sriking and slapping her, but 
your Yr spondent alleges that a saint, in his Opinion, could not have 


done otherwise. It is. true that he, at one time cut the toes off 


& pair of toothpick Shoes, that he was satisfied one John Levasy 





3 
had given her, and whith whom he alleges she had been guilty of 
adultery. 

It is true that she took out @ warrant of some kind, at one 
time, against respondent, but it is not true that same was dismissed 
at his requést and wder his promise of better treatment. He 
attendend before the Justice on the day summoned, and insisted 
taat he was ready to answer the charge against him, and urged a 
trial, but she dismis-sed the warrant, of her own free will and 
accord, so far as he was concerned. 

It is true that respondent charged his wife with unfaithfuliness 
and impropper conduct with other men, some time before he institu- 
ted his said suit, in April., 1903, for divorce, and he here 
alleges that said charges were true, and this honorable court was 
of that opinion, when it dismissed the bill without relief to 
either party, and refused to give the defendant any swum for future 
Support and maintenance which was asked for in her answer in said 
cause, and your. respondent here alleges that—ke—is-edetsed that this 
suit has been prematurely improperly brought and should be dismissed, 


because the identival relief here sought was asked in said former 


suit, and refused, and mo new grounds for seGh relief are alleged 


in plaintiff's bill, and the mater of relief here asked for, was 
adjudicated in the other cause, and the plaintiff is barred from 
maintaining thissuit, and he asks that pleintiff's bill be dismissed. 
In support of this position he here referre to the papers of the 
said suit of April, 1903, remaining on file in the clerk's office 
of this Court, and makes the same a part hereof, and asks that 
they be read and considered as evidence in support of this position, 
and for the general purposes of this suit, so far as they are appli- 
cable, the parties to the said two suits being the same persons. 

It is not true that during the pendency of the other suit he 
became violent and abusive to her, and commanded her to leave his 
home and threatened to take her life and to make it hot for her 


until she was compeZled to leave her home &e. It is true that after 
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said suit was brought, she lurked around r¢spondént ‘s home for 
some time, very much to his annoyance, until onthe 4th day of 
september, 1903, she left, and on the 8th day of September, 1903, 
respondent's barn was burned, at which bruning, when she heard of 
it, she rejoived, and only regretted that he was not in the middle 
of it during the conflagration, and since this departure she has 
never retumed,to his knowhedge. 

It is not true that she wes afraid to attend the taking of the 
depositions in the other suit, or at least there was no greund 
for such fear, and it is a fact that she wes present one day at 
the taking, and could have been present on every occas ion if she 
had so desired, and your respondent has no doubt her absence was 
caused by her aversion to facing the facts of her misconduct that 
might be brought out by the witnesses, and he denies ever having 
tried to get any one to employ her so as to get her away from home. 
It is not true that he at any time attempted to employ one 

to visit her, and induce her to commit adul- 

tery or engage in adulterous conduct for the purpose of using it 
against her in another suit. it is true, however, that he being 
of opinion that she was that kind of a women, talked to different 
men, who he thought might know something of her misconduct, and 
tried to learn what they knew, and requested some to let him know 
the facts, if they learned of such misconduct, and this he is ade 
vised he had a perfect right to do. 

It is true as above stated, that at the time they were married 
they were both poor, and that he ha@ worked hard and tried to 
PE TEP ey has been wasteful and extravagant, and your respon- 
dent has only accumulated ea smal} tract of land not more than loo 
acres, worth from $400.(0 to $500.00, only, end his entire personal 
property in not worth over $200.00. His carpenter's tools were 


burned with his barn, and he has gathered only a few tools since. 
He is indebted to the amount of about $175.00, about enough to 
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cover his entire personal property, which would leave his land and 
lumber worth sey $550.00, and he is not physically able to do 
good work like he once could, and is fifty-two years old, and with 
Six of the children at home, four girts and two boys, he has a 
hard time of it to live, and he denits that he tis legally or morally 
bound to provide for and maintain her in any manner, after her 
misconduct and bad treatment of him, and he denies that the is 
entitled to suit money from him to prosecute this unjust suit against 
him/, $550.00 suit money having been allowed her in the other suit 
to defend and litigate the identical questionshere involved, and 
he denies that she is entitled to have any amount decreed against 
him for future support and maintainance. 

If mistaken as to his right to have this suit dismissed, your 
respondent will now further represent and show unto your honor 
that he is a resident of Lee County, Virginia, and has been 
for twenty-five years,that his said wife has not only been disagree- 
able,amk quarrelsome, and abusive, while they lived together, 
to an extreme unbearable, but she has been guilty of acts of adul- 
tery with one John Levesy and others on divers occasions, and at 
different places in said County, on Blackwater, in the neighborhood 


where she resided, the exact dategand placea your respondent can 


ae 
not now give, befcre and since November 6th, 1903, date of the 
and 
termination of the other suit,all within five years of this date, 


which acts of adultery were without his procurement or conniwince, 
and he has not cohabited with her since his knowhedge of saad acts, 
and your respondent here asks , that this his answer be treated, 

eH necessaryy as @ cross bill, and that she be required to answer 
the same, but not on oath, that being waived, that the depositions 
taken in the other cause be read as evidence in this cause ,, pnd that 
upon @ hearing he be granted a divorce absolutely from his wife, 

and that all such other further and general releif be extended him 


as may be consistant with equity and suitable to his cause. Anda 


he will ever pray &c. i, | I~ ° , 
Oy-yMall , Jug: 
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The depositions of J.L.B.Glass and others, taken b fore me 
A. M. Goins,, 2 commissioner in chancery for the circuit court 
of Lee county,Virginia, on the 9th day of May, I905, at the otfice 
of J.W.Orr, in the town of Jonesville, Va., pursuant to notice 
hereto attached, which depositions are intended to be read as ev- 
idence in behalf of the defendant in a certain suit in chancery 
now depending in the circuit court of Lee County, Va. wherein Malvina 
walden is plaintiff and James V.Walden is defendant. 
rresent J.\.Orr, attorney for defendant, and ueo.P.Cridlin 
of counself or Malvina walden. 
Jel.5.Glass, a witness of lawful age being tirst duly sworm 
adeposes as follows: 
Q.1l.-- Please state your age, place of residence and occupation. 
A.-- 1 am 47 years old, live on Blackwater, Lee County, Va., and am 
a farmer. 
q2.-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit and if 
so how long have you k:own them? 
A.-- I am and have inown them about 16 years and have lived during 
that time witnin about 5/4 of a mile ot them. 
Q.8.-- Did you ever hear malvina walden make any threats against 
her husband, if so give the time and plece and what she said 
A.-- I did. One time at my house about five or six years ago 
she s&élia Svietning about swearing herselr ciear of some charges 
he had made against her, but she didn't know whether he would bel- 
dieve it or not, but if that did not satisfy him she could satisfy 
him and that she would cut his throat some night when he was napping. 
[T have heard her talk badly about him and bemean him on various 
occasions, saying he ought to have his old head bursted and such 
things, and called him and ola devil. 
we @.-- Please state whether or not Mrs.Walden was in the habit of 


Staying about home, ana attending to her domestic aftairs and look- 


ing aiter the children, or was she in the habit or running about 


Over the neignborhood and country, or how was this? 


4 


re > 4 f 
Ae-~ AS to her staying at home and a tending to her donestiog apace. 
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I don't think she did very well. I have been there and things did 
not took very well kept. I have been there since and things are 
kept in about as good shape , or better than when she was there, 
and there are nothing but children there now. I thought that she 
ran about a good deal thamxwxs more than was necessary. 

wel.-~ Please state anytning you may know in regard to her famil- 
larity or talking with other men along the public highway and other 
places? 

A.-- She seemed to be very familiar with men along the road and 
at stores and other places. She seemed to be rather forward in her 
conversation. I have heard her pass some jokes that I understood 
to have improper meaning. 

@.6.-- Do you know of any adulterous conduct out of her, or have 
you ever seen anything indicating that she was guilty of anything 


Of SHat kanpd? 


A.-- I can't say that I have . I have seen Some familiarity 


I saw John Levisay one day, while they were coming from church, 
take a handkerchief out of her pocket, he smiled and she smiled, 
and he passed on. 

&.7.-- Do you know what Mrs.Walden's general reputation dn the 
neighborhood, is for virtue and chastity, if so please state what 
at is? 

A.-- I think I do? and I consider it not very good. 

Q.8.-- Were you present on the day that the warrant that she had 
Sued out against her husband, was to be tried, and if so please 
State briefly what occurred in reference thereto. 

A.-- I was present, was summoned there as @ witness for her. I 
went there with Mr.Walden, and he seemed anxious for trial, and 
after some little time, she directed the justice to dismiss the 
warrant, stating that she did not want to gO into trial and wanted 


to withdraw the warrant, and the warrant was dismissed at her request. 
And further this deponent saith nos. 
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Reed Evans, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes as follows: 

Q. 1.-- Please state your age residence and occupation, and are 
you acquainted with the parties to this suit and if so how long 
have you known them? 

A.-- I am 54 years old, reside on Blackwater and am a farmer. 
tI do know the parties to the suit, have known them about 20 years. 

Qef.-- State whether or not you ever heard Malvina Walden use 
any indecent or unbecoming language, or engage in any unbecoming 
conauct in the presence of men, if so state when and where and 
what it was. 

A{-- tT have heard her use some bad language at my house . One 
night some eight or nine years ago she came there after dark and 
we were eatin g supper and my wife fixed supper for her. When bed 
time came there was a cousin of mine, a young man, staying there 
that night. My wife wanted our little boy to sleep Mrs.Walden, and 
he refused, and Mrs.Walden told him to come on, she had plenty of 
it and Jim would never miss it? and kind of leughed, and said some- 
ing else i donSt know what. This was said in the presence of myself, 
my couSin &na my family. I have noticed that she seemed to be very 
friendly with all the men she met. 

a+3.-- Please state what has been James V.Waldents habits of 
industry and econemy, and what has been hers. 

A.-- He seemed like he was always trying to make something, he 
worxed and was trying to make a living, while his wife was running 
abort most all the time. It seemed to me that she was away from 
home about as much as she was at home. She seemed to be running 
arcund over the country unnecessarily. 

q.4.-~ What is her general renutation for virtue and chastity 
in the neighborhood, if you know? 

A.-- From the opinion of everybody she s:ems to be very bad, and 


she seems to be vulgar in her talk and conversation. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


Kzoho .€ 
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A.R-Davis, andtner witness of lawful age being first duly 

Sworn depnoses as follws: 

Q.-l.-- Please state your age, residence and occupation? 

A. -- I am 27 years, live on Blackwater, am a farmer. 

Q.l.-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit, if so 
how long have you known tnem? 

A.-- I am accauinted with said parties, have inwon them about 10 
years. 

Q@{1.-- Have you ever heard Malvina Walden use any vulgar or in- 
decent language, and if so when and where and state what she said. 

A.-- I have more then once heard her use right smart of _indecent 

se Hed Canuctly 

language. I lived at the 8S.S.Surgener place some five Gr 2am 


months last Summer, and she lived there during the time. She would 


blackguard and use vulgar language about most anything she would talk 


about, and she would use this language in the presence of men, or 
just anybody. She would often talk about sextual intercouse between 
men and women. In fact I have heard her use most every kind of 
vulgar language that one could think of, talking about men's and 
women's private parts and about intercourse, and she would tease 

mé about my going to see anohter women over there. Her vulgarty 
was almost an every day business, so that I can not remember all 

she did say. We slept in adjoining rooms with just a door between 
us and it was generally oven. I generally always staid in her room 
Untidsten or eleven o'clock at night: 


Rxhfxx- 
Q-4.-- State whether or not you have any knowledge of any 


xkikggaitxsextual intercouse, with any person other than her husband. 
A.-- I do not. 
qe-- State whether or not, she ever held out any inducements to 
have such intercourse with her? 
I thought she did. I never had much stronger invitations 
than she gave me. 


@.-- Were you ever with her on her bed in her room, or with her 
On your bed in your room. 
A.-- I have never been on the bed with her. TI have though been 


in her room and stood by the bed and talked to her while she was in 
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the bed. 

@.-- Did she ever make any remarks to you or in your hearing in 
regard to your private parts? 

A.-- She did say something about i+ in my presence to another 
boy, about it being a good one, or something like that. 

@--- Did she ever say anything to you about learning you how to 
get twins? 

andi 

A.-- Loyd Pridemore were in her room one night talking and 
blackguarding, there was something said about her and Jim having 
so many twins, I said I wished she would learn me how to fix them 
up, and she said she would learn me or sometning of that sort, but 
she was afraid I might tell it. 

weco~ Please state what other men you have heard her use vulgar 
language in conversation with or in the presence of? 

A.-- A.R.Surgener, Loyd Pridemore; Henry Surgener, A.R.Surgener's 
son, and others, I can not remember. fhere was nearly always some 


Gody there. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


Wetivcad thaws S0LT Keli hitsr es 


The further taking of these depositions is adjourned till 
May llth, 1905, at the same place/ 


Met pursuant to adjournment. 
Perry Wallen, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes as follows: 
Q.l.-- Please state your age, residence and occupation. 
A.~- I am £5 years old, live on Blackwater, in Lee County, Va. 
and am a farmer. 


Qs-l.-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit, and if 


SO how long nave you know them? 


A.-- I am acquainted with them and have known them some 8 or 10 


years. Have during that time lived near James V.Wallen, eau 


2eds-~ Have you observed the treatment of Malvina Walden to-~ 





to see the children. 

Q.8.-- Where does James V.Walden and his wife reside? 

A.-- They live in this County and have ever since I have known 
them. 

Q.9.-- Was her conduct by James V.Walden's procurment or conniv- 
ance or against his will. 

A.-- I think it did not suit him at all., and I consider him 
a hard-working industriuus man, and has a hard time taking care 
of himself anf children. 

And further this deponent saith not. 
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My 


Loyd Pridemore a witness of lawful ase being first duly sworn de- 
poses and says: 

I.State you age, residence and occupation. 
A.l. I am Sym 23 years old, live On Blackwater in a mile ahd a half 


of the &.S.Surgner place, and am a farmerf, and am a single man, 


UY 
@. &. How long have you known Games Walden ad his wife? 
{™ 


&. &. I have known Jim some fifteen years and his wife six or eight 
years. 
@.3. State any thing you may know in regard to Melvina Walden using 
vulger or unbecoming language or conduct, and when and where 
it was and what it was she said. 
A.35. During last spring or sumer, while she was staying at S.¢. 
Pte et Shane, ee 4 
Surgners and stayed all nicht, and“during that time fT have 
heard heruse vulgar langusge and engage in vulgar talk with 
ek #.2. Davis, A.h.Surgner, Henry Surgner and myself. I 
have heard her use some such language at the table while 
we were eating. A.R.Davis and myself slept in a room ad- 
joining the one in whigh she Slept, with a door leading from 
the one to the other. We frequently stayed in her room at 
night until bed time and often engaged in vulger conversation, 


which she seemed to enjoy and liked to engage in. And whfile 





th 


wards James ¥. Walden, her husband, and if so was it kind or other- 
wise? 

A.-- I tink she was ill-tempered, and I have heard her talk about 
him in and ill unbecoming way. 

@-5.-- Did she seem to stay at home or was she running about a 
good deal in the neighborhood? 

A.-- I was not at there house much and paid very little attention 
to that. 

@.4.-- Did you ever hear Mrs.Walden engage in any vulgar or un- 
becoming language? 


A.-- I have hear her talk a little thet way. She has talked that 


way to me, and I have heard her talk to others in almost every 


way. she would talk about anything that I ever heard talked of. 

Q.5.-- Do you know of her having sextual intercourse with any 
person other thah her husband? | 

A.-- I do not. I made a proposition of that kind to her once my- 
self, and she did not object to it, but I @id not press the matter 
and the place where we were at was not favorable to such conduct 
and no time nor place was fixed, and nothing was done. On that 
occasion she laughed and talked about it, and her action and con- 
duct impressed me that it was all right, or would be agreeable to 
her. I said to her that if I was her I would not do without it, 
and she answered that if she did do anything of that kind Jim would 
never know anything about it. 

as6.-- What ig Malvina Walden's reputation in the neighborhood 
in which she lives for chastity and virtue, if you know that re- 
putation? 

A.-- I think her renutation ts bad. Most of the people in that 
neighborhood believe he to be a woman of bad character in that re- 
spect. 


@:7.-- Has James V/Walden and his wife lived and cohabited to} 


geter as husband and wife since April, 1903? 
A.--I do not think they have/ I think she has been staying some- 


where else, except when she went to Jim's uw time or Cwy 
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© do not know ot my own knowlege of her being guilty of aa Yael 


She made the impression on my mind that she was that kind of a 

woman. I do not think that her conduct was by the conseng or 
appwoval of her husband et-khe»-heebend , James V.Walden. I regard 
Mr. Waldenas an honesf[man, and I suppose he is industrious, though 
I was never about him a great deal/ He has lived where he now re- 
Sides, in this county, ever since I have known him. 


And further this deponent saith no 


¢ 2 » 
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Met pursuant to adjournment May 15th? 1905. 
Flod Owens, a witness of lawful age being first duly géworn deposes 
as follows: 

@/1.-- State your age, residence and occupation. 

A.--I am 39 years old, live on Blackwater, and am a farmer. 

Q.2.-- Are you acquainted with the parties to this suit, if so how 
long have you known them? 

A.-- I am and have known them for about 15 years. 

@.5.-- Are you the same Floyd Owens that gave a deposition in the 
suit heretofore brought in the Circuit Counrt of this county by James 
V.Walden against Malvina Walden? 

A.-- I am. 

Co4.-- Did you ever see any improper conduct by Mrs. Walden with any 
man and if so please state what it was and where and when? 

A.-- I saw some conduct that I thogght was improper. I was hunting 
near Jim Wallen's field, I heard a noise behind me, and looked but saw 
no one. Presently I saw some one coming out of @ corn figld near Mr. 
Walden's house, and it was Mrs. Walden. She passed near me and went 
down into a hollow into a low place, and I saw her and a man standing 
there. I took the man to be John Livesay. All at once thay disap- 
peared from sight in the low place, and sometime afterwards she came 
back and passed on by me, got her a load of wood and went on towards 
the house. Before they disappeared from my sight as stated above, I 
saw the man with his nhand on her shoulder. This was in August,1901. 
About two months after I saw the above occurrence I saw her and John 
Livesay standing in an old path in the woods which leads from Mr. 
Walden8s to Caleb Herd's house, and about 500 yards from Walden's house. 
I did not see any other people in sight of them. They were just standing 
there talking to eech other and I spoke to Livesay and went on leaving 
them standing there. I informed ‘Nr. Walden of the things that I have 


told avout above about the lst of June, 1903. The path above spoken 
of above where said parties were talking was not used or traveled as a 
pass way, but was an old haul way. 

Ce5.-- State whether you ever heard the said John Livesay say any- 


thing about getting any things for Mrs.Walden? 
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A.-- Between the times of the two above mentioned occurrences, he was 
talking to me about Mr.Walden and said Mr.Walden need not to have flew 
mad about something he had said. he said he had bought some things for 
her and would buy her some more. We had peen talking about Jim Walden 
and his wife. 

@. 6.-- Have you seen any improper conduct by Mrs.Walden or heard any 
improper or vulgar conversation by her since the above occurrences, and 
if so when and where and vhat was it? 

&.-- T can't say that I have seen anything, but have heard her have 
some very vulgar talk. On one occasion at A.R.Surgener's which is the 
Old S.S.Surgener place, NO11 Davis, and Lydia Goins, a woman of bad char- 
acter got into & vulgar conversation, and after scme little time Mrs. 
Walden put in and took part in the talk, and they all used the most 
vulgar talk that could be handled. Finally Noll Davis asked Mrs.Walden 
iif she liked it, meaning as I understood them from the conversation 
Sextual intercourse, she replied that she did. He then said that if 
any man liked better than he did he would have to eatfit - She replied 
to this that he couldn't eat it, that it was too tough, but he could 
eat out of it. Lydia Goins seemed to become disgusted and left the 
room, while David and Mrs.Goins talked on e while. A shért time af- 
ter this I was at A.R.Surgener's and ate supper there,A.~R.Surgener had 
left the table, Mrs.Walden was waiting on the table, and I and two 


girls or young 


_ 


women, were eating at the table, when Loyd Pridemore 
and a young man by the name of Courtney came in and came to the table. 
Mrs.Walden asked Pridemore where he had been, as they were so late com- 
ing to supper, and he rep!ied that he had been out getting him sume, 

> asked why he went so far, why he didn't get it closer home, and they 
hamd gome other vulgar talk. Finé&y she passed Pridemore something, 
and Pridemore tcld her to let Courtney have some. she said no she would 
not let him have any that it would make him sick, or he would faint, 


and used very vulgar talk on. While they were talking about the vituals 
being passed it was very plain what they had reference to. 


All this misconduct on her part were against the will of Mr.walden, so 


far as I have been able to observe. 
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Q.2.-- Do you know of any acts of adultery by Mrs. Walden, if so state 
them. 

A.-- I Know nothing but what I have spoken of above. she hes always 
impressed me as being that kind of woman. TI don't think any woman could 
indulge in the conversation that she does and be virtuous. 

a«8.-- What is her reputaion in the néighborhood in which she lives, 
if you know it, with reference to chastity and virtue? 

A.-- She bear the reputation of being @ woman of bad character for 
chastity. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
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VIRGINIA, LEE COUNTY, to-wit: 
I, A.M.Goins, commissioner in chancery of the Circuit court for 
Lee county, Firginia, do certify that the foregiong depositions were duly 


taken under oath and subscribed before me at the times and place as above 


set out. Given under my hand, this May 13th, 190 


Commissioner in Chancery. 


hove $/E 








Everett Waddey Co. 


Stationers and Printers, Form No. 204. 
Richmond, Va. 
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To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON. A ai cancion ct. Pi 


tli, nag 


¢ 


to appear before, the —judee. of our Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at, 


~~ 


0 “a, . 
thereof, on the AIP aay of Abang 1907 to testify and the truth to say 
in Behalf of the Y Z Z. Le ee , in a certain matter of controversy in our said court 
¢ 
before the said Judge depending and undetermined between A212 io PhraC Lo 


Plaintiff, and 


pA c Vee ee Defendant . And thts Maz 
Ao, 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of “4409. And have then there this writ. 
Ge I laeee ss w— BxXZ ae on 
Witness, Arg Becomes Com of our said court, at t the ot day of 


| Jhny _...190_ 3g, @nd in the 12.7 year of the Commonwealth. 
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‘ofie Commonwealtf 1 of Vieginic 


70 the. PpAm~<ff 0 


APs, 
the-perehe 
Kary Of fave si. Ke Teeren Of J ermeneiete, Ym 
ae devant << at, (the courthouse thercal,” _.. 1\GOS~ 
cae ee 
to answer, as well, of a certain contempt by him to us offered in failing to attend [ERS Said Ceeiinimes Correa, 


Pew, OS a AS rm witness on behalf of, Pe 


_in a certain suit thei depending between the said 


. Plaintiff, 
Defendant, 
as upon those things, which to him shall be then and there objected ; and further to do and receive 


what eae said east shall in that part consider. And have then there this writ. 


WITNESS, .. LF WP Fn agireon our said Court, this fe... day 
Z 
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Attachment for Contempt 
in Failing to 


Appear as a Wifness. 
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‘hie Comunonwealth of Mirginia, 


To the iin A of the County 0;° Lee, Greeting: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon Z | 


g to answer a bill j 


<= a _,Clerk. 
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